This document is based on a free document supplied by The Legal Stop Limited through its website www.legalstop.co.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk46173675][PLEASE RETAIN THE CREDIT AND HYPERLINK IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE LICENCE UNDER WHICH THE TEMPLATE IS PROVIDED.  THE HYPERLINK SHOULD POINT TO: www.legalstop.co.uk YOU CAN HOWEVER DELETE THIS NOTE BETWEEN SQUARE BRACKETS]

CONFINED SPACE RISK ASSESSMENT

Compliance with the Equipment and Protective Systems Intended for Use in Potentially Explosive Atmospheres Regulations 1996 is a requirement for 'ATEX-compliant' equipment. Please also ensure that the equipment is appropriate for the hazardous area in which it is to be used.

	
Specific Location: 
(include address, area, building)

	


	
Work Activity:
	








If the answer is ‘no’ for any of the following, please provide details for any actions needed in the relevant box at the bottom of page. 
*Please state N/A if not applicable.
	PERMIT-TO-WORK
	YES/NO

	Permit to work: Does it cover:

	

	Emergency rescue procedures

	

	Supervision

	

	Communications

	

	Isolation of any hydraulic, mechanical, pneumatic, or other moving parts by disconnection, locking off or chaining
	

	Isolation of electrics by locking off isolating switches or removing fuses

	

	Cleaning/purging of all hazardous materials

	

	Identification of the location and exact work to be carried out

	

	Inspection of the space from outside

	

	Closing off and locking off all material entry points at the appropriate valve points
	

	Checks and tests to ensure isolations are effective

	

	Isolation of electrics by locking off isolating switches or removing fuses

	

	Selection of suitable equipment, that is safe. 
Only 'ATEX-compliant' equipment* should be used, where a space could contain an explosive atmosphere
	

	Earthing measures

	

	Verification of oxygen level before entering

	

	Activities that are not allowed

	

	Competency of operatives for confined space work

	

	
	

	PERSONNEL
	YES/ NO

	Have all contractors' training, permits and procedures been verified?

	

	Are those entering the confined space adequately trained?

	

	Are those entering the confined space medically fit?

	

	Do all PPE or RPE fit well?

	

	
	

	THE SPACE
	YES/ NO

	Entrance / exit: Is the entrance / exit big enough for workers to pass when wearing all necessary equipment?
	

	Has the space been cleaned of all materials and residues, and purged of all previous contents?
	

	Is the temperature acceptable for working in?

	

	Will any work in the vicinity have an effect on the confined space?

	

	Could the previous use of the confined space result in:
	

	An oxygen-rich atmosphere being present?

	

	A deficiency of oxygen or an existing safe atmosphere that could become deficient?
	

	The presence or generation of toxic or flammable gases, vapours or fumes?

	

	The release of poisonous vapours as a result of the disturbance of sludge or deposits?
	

	
	

	ATMOSPHERE
	YES/ NO

	Could an oxygen-rich atmosphere develop?

	

	Is ongoing oxygen level monitoring required?

	

	Is the oxygen level between 19% and 21.5% oxygen? Has this been verified?

	

	Have exposures been confirmed as being below Occupational Exposure Limits?

	

	Is breathing apparatus required?

	

	Is mechanical ventilation needed?

	

	Could there be pockets of poor air quality?

	

	Are all petrol-fueled or diesel-fueled engines excluded?

	

	Is the correct PPE or RPE available, and is it CE marked and well maintained?

	

	
	

	CONTACT WITH MOVING PARTS
	YES/ NO

	Has the person entering the space been given the fuses and/or keys?

	

	Have checks or tests been carried out to ensure that isolation is effective?

	

	Have electrics been isolated by locking off isolating switches or removing fuses?

	

	Have all hydraulic, mechanical and pneumatic or other parts been disabled?

	

	
	

	INGRESS OF MATERIAL
	YES/ NO

	Have checks or tests been carried out to ensure that isolation is effective?

	

	Have all material entry points been closed off, e.g. by ‘locking/tagging’ valves and ‘spading’ pipes?
	

	Could there be ingress from any other source?

	

	
	

	FIRE
	YES/ NO

	Is earthing required to prevent static build-up?

	

	Is equipment intrinsically safe?

	

	Are extinguishers to hand?

	

	
	

	RESCUE
	YES/ NO

	Is there an emergency rescue procedure?

	

	Is a full-time attendant required?

	

	Can the attendant summon emergency help quickly?

	

	Are attendants trained in emergency procedures?

	

	Are there adequate means of communications between those inside and outside the confined space?
	

	Do rescue teams or attendants have adequate RPE/PPE?

	

	Are rescue teams trained in rescue techniques, first aid and CPR

	

	Are safety lifelines and harnesses required?

	

	Is a winch/hoist necessary?

	

	
	

	
	

	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION

	





	
	

	
	

	FURTHER ACTIONS NEEDED

	





	

	
	

	HAND BACK PROCEEDURES
	YES/ NO

	Everybody has left the confined space.
All equipment has been removed.
All lockouts, tags, spades etc have been removed and pipes have been replaced.
The permit has been signed and closed.
	

	
	

	
	


	
Completed by: ………………………….                                                                  

	


	
Signature: ……………………………                                    Date: ………………………….
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